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Northwest Salt Lake County serves as home to 1in 10 Utahns
and makes up one-quarter of the state’s most populous county.
Located west of I-15 and hemmed in by Great Salt Lake and the
southern suburbs, this region includes West Valley City— Utah's
second largest city— along with the communities of Kearns,
Magna, Taylorsville, and the western portion of Salt Lake City.

As the University of Utah establishes its first off-campus

hospital— located in the heart of Northwest Salt Lake County—
and launches a suite of local initiatives aimed at long-term
societal impact, community stakeholders need data about the
region. The Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute meets this need with
“Northwest Valley Datapoints,” a series of fact sheets designed
to inform local decision makers and community partners. This
first installment provides a geographic overview of the region.

POPULATION

More than 330,000 Utahns live in Northwest Salt Lake

County, a quarter of Salt Lake County's population. The

region includes more residents than Ogden, Provo,

and St. George combined.

« Home to 1 in 10 Utahns - 9.4% of Utah's population
resides in Salt Lake County's Northwest Valley.*

- Utah’s 2" largest city - West Valley City has 139,889
residents and composes 42.2% of Northwest Valley's
population. Statewide, only Salt Lake City has a
larger population.

Nearly one-tenth of Utah's
total population.

Table 1: Northwest Salt Lake County Population
by City, 2024

City 2024 Population

Five Distinct Communities
Figure 1: Northwest Salt Lake County
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Source: Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute, ESRI

West Valley City 139,889
Salt Lake City (west side) 60,109
Taylorsville 58,937
Kearns 36,037
Magna 36,356
Total 331,328

Note: Salt Lake City’s west side includes the population of Salt Lake City west
of I-15.

Source: Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute, 2020-2023 Wasatch Front Subcounty
Estimates Need to Update to 2024 subcounty estimates.

* The Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute utilizes the term “Northwest Valley” to reference the northwest
section of Salt Lake County. It includes the communities of Kearns, Magna, Salt Lake City (west of
Interstate 15), Taylorsville, and West Valley City. This term defines a statistical geography useful for
data analysis that overlaps with areas commonly referred to as “West Valley,” the “west side,” and
“west side communities.”
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LAND USE

Northwest Valley includes almost 140 square miles of land, .
about one quarter of which is zoned for residential housing.
The remaining 100 square miles of land are primarily devoted
to commercial, industrial, manufacturing, and agricultural use.

. Statewide assets - Salt Lake County’s Northwest Valley .
includes institutions of key economic, cultural, and societal
importance, including the following:

- International Center

- Maverick Center

- Salt Lake City International Airport
— Unified State Laboratories

- Union Pacific Intermodal Terminal
- Utah Inland Port

- Utah Olympic Oval

- Utah State Correctional Facility

Regional connectivity — Northwest Salt Lake County offers
easy access to critical transportation corridors: I-15, 1-80,
I-215, SR-201, Bangerter Highway, Mountain View Corridor,
and the Trax Green Line.

Parks and open space - Numerous parks and nature
areas are located throughout Northwest Valley, including
Centennial Park, Lodestone Regional Park, Magna Regional
Park, Valley Regional Park, the Jordan River Parkway, and
shorelands along Great Salt Lake.

Agriculture in Magna - Residential neighborhoods make
up less than a quarter of the land in Magna, where nearly
half of the city is zoned for agriculture.

Salt Lake City’s west side zoning mix - Industrial space,
the airport, and parks and open space dominate land use
on the west side of Salt Lake City, with less than a quarter of
the land zoned for residential use.

Societal Impact
and the University

Residential zoning makes up one-quarter
of Northwest Salt Lake County.

of Utah
Figure 2: Northwest Salt Lake County Land Use
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partnership between

the University of Utah
and the West Valley
community dedicated to
creating lasting positive
change in the West Valley
region. This collaboration
focuses on improving
health and well-being,
expanding access to care
and education, fostering
career development,

and building community
wealth. The new Eccles
Hospital and Health
Campus will be the
catalyst for these

efforts, serving as a hub
for opportunity and
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Note: Residential includes single-family, multi-family, and mobile homes. Eccles Hospital and Health Campus denotes future site.
Source: Salt Lake County, Utah Geospatial Resource Center (UGRC), ESRI, analysis by Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute

September 2025 | gardner.utah.edu 2

INFORMED DECISIONS™


http://uwestvalley.utah.edu

POPULATION DENSITY

Population density varies greatly across Northwest Valley, Kearns and Taylorsville lead
from one resident per square mile to 13,000. City land areas also . 11 d .
differ widely, ranging from Kearns' 4.6 square mile footprint to 1n overa enSItY'

Salt Lake City’s 65.5 square mile west side. Table 2: Northwest Salt Lake County Land Area and

- Highest density cities — Kearns has the highest overall Population Density by City, 2024

population density in the region, with 7,780 residents Land Area 2024 Population Density
per square mile, citywide. Taylorsville follows with 5,434

(square miles) (persons per square mile)

. . Kearns 4.6 7,780
residents per square mile.

Taylorsville 10.8 5,434

- Highest density neighborhoods - Northwest Valley’s West Valley City 358 3,905

most densely populated neighborhoods include the Magna 19.9 1,826

Briarwood community in West Valley City (4100 South & Salt Lake City (west side) 65.5 917

I-215) and the Jordan Meadows community on the west Total 136.7 2,423
side of Salt Lake City (North Temple &1-215). Note: Salt Lake City’s west side includes the land area and population of

Salt Lake City west of I-15.

Source: Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute, 2020-2023 Wasatch Front Subcounty Estimates.
Needs to be updated to 2024 Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau, National Places and Census
Tracts Gazetteer Files, 2024.

Population density ranges from low to high.
Figure 3: Northwest Salt Lake County Population Density by Census Tract, 2024
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Jordan Meadows:

N 12,414 residents
per square mile.

Briarwood:
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Note: Eccles Hospital and Health Campus denotes future site.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 National Census Tracts Gazetteer Files, Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute, 2024 Wasatch Front Subcounty
Estimates. ESRI, analysis by Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute (DE) NorthwestValley FS Jul2025
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Partners in the
Community

The following individuals

and entities help support

the research mission of the
Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute.

Legacy Partners
The Gardner Company

Christian and Marie
Gardner Family

Intermountain Health

Clark and Christine Ivory
Foundation

KSL and Deseret News

Larry H. & Gail Miller Family
Foundation

Mountain America Credit Union
Salt Lake City Corporation

Salt Lake County

University of Utah Health

Utah Governor’s Office of
Economic Opportunity

WCEF Insurance
Zions Bank

Executive Partners
The Boyer Company
Clyde Companies

Sustaining Partners
Enbridge
Salt Lake Chamber

Staker Parson Materials and
Construction

Wells Fargo

Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute Advisory Board

Conveners Cameron Diehl
Michael O. Leavitt Kurt Dirks
Mitt Romney Lisa Eccles
Spencer P. Eccles
Board Christian Gardner
Scott Anderson, Co-Chair  Kem C. Gardner
Gail Miller, Co-Chair Kimberly Gardner
Doug Anderson Natalie Gochnour
Deborah Bayle Brandy Grace
Roger Boyer Jeremy Hafen
Michelle Camacho Clark Ivory

Sophia M. DiCaro Ann Marie McDonald

Derek Miller
Ann Millner
Sterling Nielsen
Jason Perry

Ex Officio (invited)

Governor Spencer Cox
Speaker Mike Schultz
Senate President

Ray Pickup Stuart Adams
Gary B. Porter Representative
Taylor Randall Angela Romero

Jill Remington Love
Josh Romney
Charles W. Sorenson
James Lee Sorenson
Vicki Varela

Senator Luz Escamilla
Mayor Jenny Wilson
Mayor Erin Mendenhall

Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute Staff and Advisors

Leadership Team

Natalie Gochnour, Associate Dean and Director
Jennifer Robinson, Chief of Staff

Mallory Bateman, Director of Demographic Research
Phil Dean, Chief Economist and Senior Research Fellow
Shelley Kruger, Director of Accounting and Finance
Colleen Larson, Associate Director of Administration
Nate Lloyd, Director of Economic Research

Dianne Meppen, Director of Community Research
Laura Summers, Director of Industry Research
Nicholas Thiriot, Communications Director

James A. Wood, Ivory-Boyer Senior Fellow

Staff
Eric Albers, Senior Natural Resources Policy Analyst
Samantha Ball, Dignity Index Research Director
Parker Banta, Public Policy Analyst
Melanie Beagley, Senior Health Research Analyst
Kristina Bishop, Research Economist
Andrea Thomas Brandley, Senior Education Analyst
Kara Ann Byrne, Senior Health and Human
Services Analyst
Nate Christensen, Research Economist
Moira Dillow, Housing, Construction, and
Real Estate Analyst
John C. Downen, Senior Research Fellow
Dejan Eskic, Senior Research Fellow and Scholar
Kate Farr, Monson Center Maintenance Specialist
Chance Hansen, Communications Specialist

Emily Harris, Senior Demographer
Michael T. Hogue, Senior Research Statistician
Mike Hollingshaus, Senior Demographer
Madeleine Jones, Dignity Index Field Director
Jennifer Leaver, Senior Tourism Analyst
Maddy Oritt, Senior Public Finance Economist
Levi Pace, Senior Research Economist
Praopan Pratoomchat, Senior Research Economist
Heidi Prior, Public Policy Analyst
Megan Rabe, Demography Research Associate
Natalie Roney, Research Economist
Shannon Simonsen, Research Coordinator
Paul Springer, Senior Graphic Designer
Gaby Velasquez, Monson Center Special

Events Coordinator
Cayley Wintch, Monson Center Building Manager
David Witt, Dignity Index Program Associate

Senior Advisors

Jonathan Ball, Office of the Legislative Fiscal Analyst
Ari Bruening, Community-at-Large

Silvia Castro, Suazo Business Center

Gary Cornia, Marriott School of Business

Beth Jarosz, Population Reference Bureau

Darin Mellott, CBRE

Pamela S. Perlich, University of Utah

Chris Redgrave, Community-at-Large

Juliette Tennert, Community-at-Large
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